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This week in ret-
ro reviews: “FF7”
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Julian Strickland eclipses 
1,000-point mark in Sen-
ior Night victory. 
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Performing Arts Series: The Knights with Wu Man
Ladies supporting Riley Hospital for 
Children.
Hatfield Hall, February 14, 7:30 p.m.
TEAMS Academic Competition
Come celebrate the Chinese New Year, 
have fun and win prizes.
Hulman Union, February 14, 5:30 p.m.
Men’s Tennis vs Eartlham
February 9 - 3:30 p.m.
Women’s BB vs Earlham 
February 13 - 7:30 p.m.
Men’s Tennis vs. St. Louis Pharmacy
February 16 - 3:30 p.m.
Men’s Tennis vs Webster
February 17 - 7:30 p.m.
MATHCOUNTS Competition
Come to enjoy some unique jazz, blues 
and pop genres songs.
Hatfield Hall, February 9, 9:00 a.m.
Jason Latimer • copy editor
Over 150 logged parts have 
emerged from a new 3D printer, the 
brainchild of graduate student Mi-
chael Bell, by room D115 
in Moench Hall since it 
was installed fourth week 
of this quarter. Bell, who 
has a bachelor’s in Com-
puter Engineering and is 
currently pursuing a de-
gree in Mechanical Engi-
neering, said that he was 
motivated to design the 
printer by the lack of ac-
cess to machines on cam-
pus.
“I came to Rose with 
the desire to learn how 
to 3D print entire electri-
cal/mechanical devices, 
such as cell phones,” he 
said. “I’ve worked with 
3D printers since high 
school, but by the time I 
became a senior at Rose 
I realized many students 
didn’t know what they 
were.”
During an independ-
ent study with Dr. Patrick 
Cunningham of the Me-
chanical Engineering De-
partment, Bell designed 
and built a 3D printer for 
National Instruments. 
During that time, he stat-
ed that he would like to 
see 3D printers become 
as prevalent on campus 
as paper printers. Dr. Cunningham 
replied, “Why not?”
Bell then applied for and received 
about $500 from IP/ROP to con-
struct a “Low Cost, Robust, Publicly 
Accessible 3D Printer” and to sup-
ply a quarter’s worth of plastic fila-
ment.
“My goal with the project is to en-
able students to build their own cre-
ations, all while learning about 3D 
printing,” he said. “While the printer 
is completely free monetarily, some 
students for the first time are learn-
ing how to design in 3D modeling 
programs. Others are learning how 
to calibrate the machine and are ac-
tually learning a great deal from this 
unique hands-on experience.”
The 3D printer in the hallway was 
actually built by ECE Senior Tech-
nologist Mark Crosby, whom Bell 
introduced to 3D printing last year. 
Crosby based the printer off of de-
signs from Bell, who has previously 
built more than five printers.
“It was really important to me that 
a staff member takes charge of keep-
ing the printer in shape, since this 
is my last quarter at Rose and staff 
members are here for more genera-
tions of students and have the re-
sources and spare time to maintain 
something like this.”
After two and a half weeks, the 
printer was ready. Bell was surprised 
by how quickly students began to use 
it. He put the printer out at 6 p.m. 
December 18, and came back the 
next morning to find that four parts 
had already been printed between 8 
p.m. and 5 a.m.
“This was all without any type of 
notification that a 3D printer was 
in the hallway, students just sat 
down and figured out how the thing 
worked after stumbling upon it. Bell 
said.
Since it was installed in Moench, 
the printer has garnered a huge re-
sponse. Right now, 11 students are 
continuing Bell’s idea and are build-
ing their own 3D printer.
“The first seminar I gave on 3D 
printing 6th week had more students 
than could fit in classroom D116 
(around 70),” Bell said. “I ended up 
giving the same seminar again the 
following week that had another 50 
students, packing the room.”
According to Bell, the first parts 
printed were all personal. Later on, 
students started using the printer for 
classes like 
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mation can look up instructions on 
3dprint.rose-hulman.edu. According 
to Bell, printing is a straight-forward 
procedure for those who are techno-
logically competent. Students can 
talk to Mr. Crosby in his office, E105, 
if they encounter any problems.
“My only rule for the printer is that 
someone who knows how to use it 
teaches those who don’t,” he said.
Bell will be moving to Harvard 
next month, where he’ll start his 
PhD in Materials Science and will be 
working on his dream of 3D printing 
of electronics.
New 3D printer on campus
The new 3D printer located in Moench Hall. 
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Rose student interested in writing for 
“The Rose Thorn”? Email thorn@rose-
hulman.edu to get published.
News Briefs
Elena Chong • news editor
5-year-old hostage rescued in Alabama
Last Tuesday, a gunman kidnapped a 5-year-old boy af-
ter boarding a school bus and killing the bus driver near 
his home. The suspect has been identified as 65-year-
old Jimmy Lee Dykes, a retired trucker and Vietnam 
War veteran. The boy was held hostage by his captor 
for a week in an underground bunker in Alabama. The 
boy was rescued physically unharmed by the FBI after a 
surprise attack that led to the death of Dykes. The blast 
apparently came from a “diversionary device”, said an 
FBI source. FBI officers had lowered a camera into the 
bunker that allowed them to plan when to throw in the 
flash-band to distract Dykes. That’s when FBI agents en-
tered through a door at the top of the bunker. This inci-
dent in Midland City, Alabama, has also increased the 
concerns about gun violence and school safety across the 
United States after the December shooting in Newtown 
that took the life of 26 persons, including children.
Movie about US secretary-turned-king coming 
soon 
In 2008, Peggielene Bartels, an American secretary 
working at the Ghanaian Embassy, received an unex-
pected phone call from a cousin congratulating her for 
being the new king of Otuam, a small fishing village on 
the coast of Ghana. Since then, she has been working on 
making a better life for the poor families of Otuam. “I 
realized that on this earth, we all have a calling. We have 
to be ready to accept it because helping my people has 
really helped me to know that I can really touch their 
lives,” says Bartels. Last year, King Peggy documented 
her real-life fairy tale story in a book co-authored by 
herself and Eleanor Herman. For next year, they are ex-
pecting the release of a film based on her incredible life 
journey from secretary to king after Hollywood star Will 
Smith bought the rights to the book.
Facebook developing a stalking application
On Wednesday, a report revealed that Facebook may be 
working on a smartphone app that will let the users see 
the location of friends and of strangers at all times. The 
app would run in the background of smartphones even 
when not opened and is designed to help users find near-
by friends, Bloomberg’s report says. As Facebook earns 
most of its money from advertising, this app will become 
a useful tool to collect data of its user’s location. Face-
book said it doesn’t sell its data to advertisers. However, 
it will use the data to help advertisers target potential 
customers. The growth of this app is moving slowly be-
cause people are concerned about their privacy. “I think 
the challenge is that aggregating by location clearly 
might provide some really useful information. But there 
are a whole lot of social norms that can be stressed, by 
even public information.” said Jules Polonetsky, director 
of Future of Privacy Forum.
 
“Great” beginnings: 
Final presidential search candidates make their case
Alex Mullans              
editor-in-chief emeritus
Candidate A
Faculty, family, and un-
dergraduate focus were the 
three headlines of Candi-
date A’s presentation Mon-
day. The candidate, who is 
c u r r e n t l y 
the Dean of 
Engineering 
at a large 
Midwestern 
r e s e a r c h 
institution, 
started his 
p r e s e n t a -
tion by not-
ing that “the 
intellectual 







be a great fan of the atmos-
phere of caring and commit-
ment created by those fac-
ulty while also applauding 
their agility in creating new 
curricula and educational 
options. He also noted that 
he would fit well with Rose-
Hulman’s family atmos-
phere because he was “not 
capable of not trusting you; 
I assume honesty.”
Candidate A graduated 
from the University of Ar-
kansas and heavily empha-
sized the effect his under-
graduate education had on 
his career. He also empha-
sized his background as a 
farmer and claimed that 
he was a hard worker from 
childhood on. When speak-
ing of his core values, he 
noted that Rose-Hulman’s 
guiding principles were very 
similar to his own.
At his current position, 
Candidate A has been head-
ing a successful capital cam-
paign for new engineering 
facilities, scholarships, and 
faculty members. He noted 
that his expertise from that 
project aligns well with 
Rose’s current strategic 
plan. As he concluded his 
speech, candidate A noted 
that he was a “macro-man-
ager; I refuse to make a 




community member and 
current interim Presi-
dent Rob Coons spoke on 
Wednesday the 6th. Coons 
made his case for the presi-
dency based on his long 
experience and familiarity 
with Rose. He noted that 
his experience as controller 
and chief administrative of-
ficer have made him famil-
iar with the current Board 
of Trustees, and that this 
familiarity would have him 
up to speed quickly if he be-
came the president.
In his address, Coons 
examined a series of chal-
lenges that Rose-Hulman 
is facing in his view, along 
with his strategies to over-
come those challenges. 




ing risks, and 
as the talk pro-
gressed, Coons 
returned to 












ity, and heavy involvement 
with finances and budgets 
as positive traits.
To conclude his talk, 
Coons discussed specific 
goals for the institution 
should he become president. 
Among his ideas were a fund 
to promote curricular inno-
vation and a new Center for 
Technologically Enhanced 
Education, a new Forev-
er Rose initiative to build 
new, meaningful relation-
ships with alumni, and an 
increase in the diversity of 
the Rose-Hulman commu-
nity. As he finished, Coons 
claimed that Rose-Hulman 
is already on the right path 
with the new strategic plan, 
and notes that he is very in-
terested in seeing Rose ex-
ecute on that plan.
Short Campus News
Rose-Hulman News
Ten female students attended Ford’s InForum Leadership event in 
Detroit as part of the North American Auto Show earlier this month. 
The invitation-only event allowed the students to meet key Ford ex-
ecutives, visit the Chrysler Technology Center, and network with sev-
eral alumni working in the area.
Rose-Hulman has been selected as a regional site for the NCAA Division III Baseball 
Tournament for the fourth time in the past eight years. Art Nehf Field will serve as the 
first-round site for the Mideast Baseball Regional, which will bring in up to eight teams 
for a double-elimination tournament format from May 15 to May 19.
Rose-Hulman News
Editor’s note: Out of respect for 
the search committee’s request to 
keep candidates’ identities confi-
dential, The Rose Thorn will refer 
to candidates as Candidate A, Can-
didate B, etc. in the order of their 
on-campus visits. Please refer to 
www.rose-hulman.edu/presiden-
tialsearch for the identities of each 
candidate.
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Retro reviews: “Final Fantasy VII”
Derek Robinson      
entertainment editor
Fans eagerly awaited the third 
expansion for Bethesda’s “The 
Elder Scrolls V: Skyrim” since its 
first teaser trailer. “Dragonborn” 
was slated to be even more epic 
than the original game, adding 
new enemies, items, and even a 
new facet to gameplay. Bethesda 
has, since the fan favorite “Obliv-
ion,” endeavored to make expan-
sions that significantly added to 
an already impressive experi-
ence. While the “Hearthfire” ex-
pansion was definitely outside 
the normal method of that goal, 
the developers certainly achieved 
it by giving players an even more 
customizable homestead (some-
thing that had been requested 
and suggested since “Oblivion”). 
Dragonborn returned to the sto-
ryline add-on style, and the final 
product was something reminis-
cent of another fan favorite.
“Dragonborn” almost seems to 
be an emotional successor to the 
“Shivering Isles” expansion for 
“Oblivion.” In each case, the add-
on introduced an entirely new 
area into the game, as well as an 
entirely new plethora of enemies 
and items. Speaking from expe-
rience, the size of the Shivering 
Isles was as much painful as it 
was impressive, and many will be 
glad to know that Solstheim, the 
new area in this expansion, isn’t 
quite so large. Solstheim does 
feature a few new landscapes, 
from the ashlands to the some-
what familiar icy northern coasts. 
Those who have played “Mor-
rowind” will experience a pretty 
intense nostalgia kick, as much of 
the locations and enemies harken 
back to the game. New weap-
ons, armor, and rare items are 
well worth the hunt, and there’s 
plenty else to do on the island. 
A relatively short questline can 
earn you a house in Raven Rock, 
and another will make you the 
chief of a small tribe of the blue, 
gnommish Rieklings. Still, the 
main plotline is where most of 
the glory and intensity lies.
With this expansion you’re 
given the opportunity to face 
down another dragonborn, long 
trapped in the realm of Her-
maeus Mora, Daedric prince of 
knowledge. Along the way, you 
must delve into Mora’s realm, 
Apocrypha, in pursuit of knowl-
edge as to how to match your 
ancient rival. The first visit is an 
unavoidable shock quickly offset 
by awe, as Lovecraftian beasts 
protect the massive libraries of 
all the world’s knowledge, seated 
deep in the murk of Mora’s void. 
As you prgress through the use of 
Black Books, you can further aug-
ment your abilities with knowl-
edge discovered deep within. Mo-
ra’s final reward for usurping the 
ancient dragonborn is one you 
probably won’t expect, but will 
most likely greatly appreciate.
Bethesda stressed the intro-
duction of dragon-mounted 
travel and combat in this add-on, 
but it wasn’t quite what it could 
have been. With the help of a new 
Shout, dragonflight is limited to a 
relatively small area around en-
emies you can target and areas to 
which you can fast travel, and for 
the most part the new mount will 
simply circle like a buzzard and 
swoop down to attack any hos-
tiles nearby. Once you have had 
enough and command the drag-
on to land, it will shortly abscond 
and return to whatever it may 
have been doing before it saw 
you. It’s a novelty more than 
anything, for while the drag-
ons are quite powerful, their use 
detracts from much of the inher-
ent fun of combat. Still, the addi-
tion is a fan service, and the new 
Shout allows you to command 
almost any enemy for a time. Be-
tween that and the addition of a 
few extremely choice pieces of ar-
mor and an entire new smithing 
material, “Dragonborn” brings 
well upwards of a solid twelve 
hours of entertainment. It’s not 
perfect, but it really is a great 
add-on, and I feel I should thank 
Bethesda for giving fans what 
we’ve been asking for all along.
Rating: 4.5/5 Elephants
Unlike fine wine, Some games do not age well
Kevin Weaver              
entertainment emeritus
In an unspecified year, it be-
came mainstream to make the 
most whiny, emotionally dis-
turbed, and all around apathetic 
characters the star of every piece 
of major media. From com-
ics, games, and even to movies, 
these “emo” stars started to be 
called innovative for their abil-
ity to relate to the audience.
This premise alone in-
sults me, literally.
“Final Fantasy 7” was devel-
oped by Square Enix back in the 
glory days of the late 1990’s. It 
was hailed as an epic journey with 
a deep premise and story line, 
filled with characters that built 
themselves with the world, and is 
also attributed for one of the most 
shocking deaths in gaming histo-
ry. I disagree with all accounts.
First of all, epic is meant to de-
scribe something being richly de-
tailed and enthralling with its size 
and depth. The term was coined 
for poems back in and before 
the old Roman Empire, such as 
Homer’s “Odyssey.” “Final Fan-
tasy 7,” on the other hand, feels 
like every idea and detail were 
drawn out of a kid’s coloring book 
and thrown together into what 
can barely pass as 
a realistic world. 
I never once be-
lieved that any 
part of it was fun, 
realistic, or even 
deep. Note: hav-
ing plot twists 
does not make 
something deep.
Next, these are 
not good characters. Aside from 
design, which is admittedly origi-
nal for its time, these characters 
are all more flat and stoic then 
anything else I have ever seen. 
Cloud remains a cry baby from 
beginning to end, Yuffi an annoy-
ing ninja girl that is just begging to 
be thrown off a cliff, a second emo 
character named Vincent who 
won’t even grunt unless someone 
passes wind in his face, and most 
notably of all, Aerith, a charac-
ter I never understood or cared 
for. This leads into point three.
If you have a character no one 
cares about, they aren’t going to 
care when they die. Yes, Aerith 
dies. I tell you this like every mes-
sage board and internet meme 
tells you Snape kills Dumbledore, 
but guess what. I didn’t care. I 
almost cheered when that ten-
foot blade impaled her. I wish I 
were making that last part up.
The only thing that is worth 
noting in this game is the com-
bat system, which is important 
for a game. However, given the 
time between when this was 
made and now, there are plen-
ty of newer games that have a 
much-needed update to this 
system, and with characters 
and stories I can care about.
Simply, this game did not 
age well, and I did not enjoy it. 
I say this as someone who did 
not play it way back in the glory 
days, because I was too busy 
enjoying other “legends.” How-
ever, this is evidence enough, 
as I am not being drowned in 
nostalgia, that this game did 
not age well. Others may have, 
but this is not one of them.
Rating: 2/5 Elephants.
Bethesda gives fans long-awaited additions
“Dragonborn” lives up to (most) built-up expectations
theparanoidgamer.com
”I wish this was a final fantasy.
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Bethany Martin • living editor
If you have not already bought a bouquet of flow-
ers for Valentine’s Day, 
then you should know 
that even the cheapest, 
saddest looking bunch 
of roses will cost more 
than you might be able 
to spend.   Not only will 
you spend an obscene 
amount of money on 
those roses, they will 
eventually wither away 
and die.  The answer that 
will save your wallet and 
win her heart is a paper 
rose bouquet. The won-
derful thing about these 
paper roses is that they 
take only minimal craft 
skill.  You will need sturdy 
and pretty construction 
paper, scissors, hot glue 
gun, extra hot glue sticks, 
and pipe cleaners.  
To start out, cut out cir-
cles about four inches in 
diameter out of your pret-
ty paper. These circles will 
be your rose buds. Take 
your scissors and start to 
cut at the edge of your circle; you are going to cut spi-
rals about a half an inch descending into the center 
of the circle.  Leave a base circle in the middle of your 
spirals about an inch wide. Begin rolling the end of 
your spiral along the paper and stop when you reach 
the base circle. Carefully spread hot glue around the 
base circle while still holding the rolled bit. Placed 
the rolled bit onto the glue and allow it to spread out 
until you are satisfied with your rose. Hold still until 
glue has hardened. 
When you are finished making your rose buds you 
can glue them to the pipe cleaners.  If you want, you 
can roll up an extra sheet of paper in a sort of long 
cone and place your finished flowers inside, adding 
the perfect touch.
Unique Valentine
Show your love in a unique way and save a few bucks.
• thetutorializer.com
The other side of the desk : You cannot do it all by yourself
Mark Minster • faculty writer
Dr. Brackin is nicer than I am.  Here’s 
why.
When I hear people talk about sustain-
ability as a liberal fad, I start to foam and 
lather, all soap and soapbox.  I get pano-
ramic.  “Do you have any idea how much 
pollution a ‘clean’-coal plant generates?” 
“Don’t you see how we’ve dangerously ac-
celerated feedback loops in the nitrogen 
and carbon cycles— nutrient exchanges 
our health depends on?”  “Aren’t you out-
raged that Louisiana, 
Texas, and Tennes-
see have passed bills 
to stop schoolteach-
ers from even talking 
about the science of 
climate change?”  You 
can take the boy out of 
the seminary, but you 
can’t take the seminary 
out of the boy. 
My arms fling out.  I 
get enumerative.  “Nearly 50 percent of 
businesses have changed their business 
models as a result of sustainability oppor-
tunities,” states a Winter 2013 report from 
MIT Sloan Management Review.  Three 
out of four companies worry about energy 
scarcity and price volatility.  More than 
ninety percent say either that sustainabil-
ity-related strategies are necessary now 
or that they will be in the future, if their 
company wants to remain competitive. 
Ninety-effing percent.  These are captains 
of industry, not Captain Planet.
“What rock are you under?”  I froth at 
those who don’t see environmental and 
social responsibility as fundamental to 
engineering education.  I’m probably not 
being helpful, speaking daggers, bubbling 
at the mouth and muttering, “fools.”
But, Dr. Brackin is gentler.  She shows 
me YouTube clips.  One is of Natalie Jer-
emijenko, an engineer and artist at NYU 
who runs an environmental health clinic, 
names lab tadpoles after bureaucrats, 
gets fish to send texts about water qual-
ity, and releases feral robot dogs with air 
quality sensors to sniff out pollution.  Jer-
emijenko isn’t combative, but fun, sharp, 
and civic. 
The other video—maybe you’ve seen 
it; it’s viral— was the trailer for the new 
movie “The Landfill Harmonic”, which 
is about a slum near Asuncion, Paraguay. 
The slum is built on a trash heap by a con-
taminated river.  This is where DIY comes 
in.  Most of the twenty-five hundred fami-
lies who live on the dump— literally on top 
of it—have to pick through toxic garbage 
to make money.  Some of them eke their 
living out of the refuse by making musi-
cal instruments: Juan Manuel Chavez’s 
oil-can cello, Rocio Riveros’s tin-can flute. 
An orchestra of impoverished children 
has come together to make music of their 
misery.  You should watch.  If you’re not 
touched by the sound of kids, kids so poor 
they live in filth and stench, playing Bach, 
something is broken inside you.  
At the end of the clip, nineteen-year-old 
Chavez says, “People realize we shouldn’t 
throw away trash carelessly.  Well, we 
shouldn’t throw away people, either.” 
If I had to pick a motto for what sus-
tainability means, that’s pretty close. 
“Everything’s hitched to everything” and 
“there’s no such thing as waste” are candi-
dates, as is this from the biologist Duncan 
Brown, “for every action on a complex, in-
teractive, dynamic system, there are un-
intended and unexpected consequences.” 
There are people living at both ends of all 
our transactions and supply chains.  The 
poor mine tungsten for cell phones and 
coltan for capacitors in the bloody mines 
of Congo.  The destitute of Guiyu, China 







c o m e s 
f r o m 
m i n -
ers and 
m o u n -
t a i n s 
and it ends in 
slurries and riv-
ers and blood 
and lungs.  Music 
has been made of 
even that.
In the broad 
view, the pano-
rama, there’s no 
such thing as DIY. 
And, apologies to 
the sculpture by 
the SRC, there’s 
no such thing as 
a self-made man. 
That’s Ecology 
101.  (And it’s 
Econ 101, and 
Sociology 101, 
and History 
101.)  You are proteins and carbs and 
glycerophospholipids, N-compounds 
and C-compounds that you yourself 
can’t fix from the air or make from 
the sun. You don’t have to hug trees 
to know that your pulse depends on 
them, on the air and soil that they, too, 
need. 
But I’m getting my lather on again. 
I have to remember Dr. Brackin’s ap-
proach.  More honey than vinegar, 
that’s what I need.  Maybe Bach’s Cel-
lo Suites will calm me down.
Casey Langdale • webmaster
If you are anything like me your desk is probably a filthy mess, if 
not then congratulations. It’s easy to just get back from classes and 
dump random things all over your desk and shove them to the side 
of it when it is time to start homework. Result in one nice neat clean 
patch that exists only on the center of your desk.
Well, the end of the quarter is probably the best time to fix this for 
several reasons.
1. All that graded work on your desk is now useless, don’t both-
er keeping it where you can easily find it, just make a study folder of all 
your old classes and put it in there.
2. Half of your text books will probably be useless now; you can 
either sell these instead of leaving them on your desk or make a pile 
of them right next to the wall under the desk. If you stack them low 
enough they can make a good foot rest.
3. If you repeat the cycle of treating your desk like a trash can 
for another quarter, you will never find anything you were trying to 
save, ever again.
So, if you took any of the advice offered in reasons one or two you 
probably have a significant excess of space that you weren’t useing. 
Whatever you do, don’t stop cleaning at this point the hardest part is 
done. At this point; just clean up any small debris like pencils, quar-
ters, or straw wrappers.
Now comes the most important part: right angles! It sounds 
stupid I know but every book you couldn’t bear to move  on a 
small stack on your desk and push them into the furthest corner 
possible away from where you work. If you have a set of speak-
ers, an alarm clock, or other small electronic device, move those 
into the corner opposite where you put the books as closely to the 
wall as possible.
At this point any desk should be relatively clean, so go over it with 
a wet paper towel one time just to get any dust or really old subway 
crumbs off of it. Anything else left on the desk can and should be or-
ganized however you see fit, but try to move everything so that they fit 
together in right angles.
Congratulations, your desk is clean! Now say good bye to it because 
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Liturgy of the Word  
with Distribution of Ashes 
8 pm noon White Chapel 
 
Masses with Distribution of Ashes 
5:15 pm & 7:00 pm at St. Joe’s University Parish 
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Jason Latimer • copy editor
Everyone knows the two things 
that you’re not supposed to talk 
about in public are religion and 
politics. I don’t like this rule.
I think it’s essential that we 
look at the big picture and ask 
ourselves the difficult, complex, 
and controversial questions in 
life from time to time, especially 
since we’re engineers. You may 
deny the importance of politics 
or dismiss the relevance of reli-
gion, but the reality is that polit-
ical principles and religious ten-
ants have shaped the world and 
continue to impact our lives di-
rectly and indirectly every day. 
Not only are they important top-
ics to ponder, but it’s necessary 
for intelligent individuals like 
us to examine these matters and 
form our own opinions about 
them. It encourages critical 
thinking, forces us to observe 
the world around us, and helps 






y o u ’ v e 
a l r e a d y 
d o n e 
all of that on your own. That’s 
great. Everything is fine and 
dandy when all those opinions 
and theories are swimming 
around in your own head, but 
it’s a whole new matter trying 
to communicate those thoughts 
to someone else. That’s when 
things can get dicey, and if 
you’re not careful, relationships 
can be damaged. However, con-
ducted correctly, arguments like 
these can be excellent simu-
lations that challenge you to 
adapt, learn to think on the fly, 
and improve your communica-
tion skills. All of these are im-
portant life lessons that we have 
to face sometime down the road. 
Why not start now when your 
mind is at its sharpest?
The key to discussing con-
troversial topics with others is 
to do so with a courteous and 
open-minded attitude. If you do 
that, you have no reason to be 
afraid to participate in higher 
thinking with others. Imagine 
this as an illustration of con-
structive interference rather 
than destructive interference. 
Exchange ideas with the pur-
pose of expanding your minds 
and developing your theories. 
Don’t approach the debate with 
the intent of proving your op-
ponent wrong. Listen, think, 
then talk. Cite sources that your 
counterpart will also recognize 
the validity of (i.e. if your friend 
is an atheist, don’t use the Bi-
ble). Never insult or attack him, 
but show only the utmost of re-
spect.
At the conclusion of your ex-
change, neither party should 
walk away angry. If at some in-
stance you are, come to a point 
each of you can agree on and 






t a k e 
away an-
ything to 
think over, the debate was a fail-
ure. Go home and rethink your 
philosophy by forcing yourself 
to acknowledge the reasons and 
facts your friend presented and 
mending your beliefs to accom-
modate them. This is the whole 
reason that deep discussions 
are beneficial: by never shar-
ing your beliefs or making them 
available for criticism, your core 
remains untested and weak. You 
don’t truly grow as a person.
I feel that we do a fairly de-
cent job of this at Rose. When-
ever we leave Rose, whether it is 
for break or after graduation, we 
should bring that positive but 
contentious attitude with us. 
Perhaps someday we can make 
religion and politics encouraged 
rather than forbidden topics.
Importance of debating
Garret Meyer • staff writer
I know Terre Haute’s 
weather can be inconsist-
ent, but spotting a banana 
tree last Tuesday between 
the Union and BSB Hall 
still made me do a double-
take. Someone had gathered 
twenty or so golden bananas 
and ornamented the scrag-
gly sapling for no apparent 
reason other than child-
ish amusement. 
Though I scoffed 
at the waste, I 
held my tongue. 
After all, this is 
a campus full of 
stressed engi-
neers needing a 
release from late 
winter quarter. 
The same after-
noon, however, I 
spied more than 
a dozen pieces of fruit lap-
ping against the shore of 
Scum Pond, and I had to say 
something.
This is ridiculous! No, not 
ridiculous as in funny and 
sadly not as in unbeliev-
able. These antics are wor-
thy of ridicule. Now, I hate 
to cry over spilled fruit. If 
I met the culprits, I would 
not set them straight with a 
stern talking-to. I once saw 
my own friend heave an or-
ange into Speed Lake, and I 
only grimaced. When peo-
ple squander food, I don’t 
wish for the courage to op-
pose their blatant disregard 
of starving children or the 
power to hold them respon-
sible for their grave actions. 
I only want their respect so 
that I can effectively ridi-
cule them.
As I hope all parents do, 
my mom and dad expected 
me to finish everything on 
my plate- no buts, no com-
plaints. If Mom made it, you 
ate it. An upturned nose or a 
mound of uneaten peas was 
a quick ticket 





say they were 
too stubborn 
for that to 
work. Maybe 
they were, 
but they must 
not have 
faced the same battle tactics 
that I did. When I resisted, 
my parents did not bark at 
me louder. They laughed at 
me instead. If I gave a hint 
of pickiness, my parents 
mocked my be-
havior rather than 
trying to squash it. 
More than the eth-
ics of consumption 
or the threat of 
punishment, seek-
ing their approval 
motivated me to 
value my food. 
We can post on 
every campus door 
the results of six-
sigma studies on 
Rose’s food waste. 
We can hold man-
datory seminars 
on exorbitant food 
prices and impose 
martial law in the dining 
hall. We can even push a 
“We the People” petition 
to have President Obama 
step in to stop this mad-
ness. None of this would 
make a lick of a difference 
or a difference in licks be-
cause social behavior can-
not be changed with reason 
or force. People will contin-
ue to waste food in a tree, 
pond, and the ARA tray 
return so long as we treat 
them as comedians or crim-
inals instead of the morons 
that they are.
Psychology and a banana tree
The other side of the desk
leightonphotography.com 
Sudipa Kirtley • faculty writer
My American Airlines plane arrived at 
Terre Haute, and I remember that I was the 
only passenger in a full-sized Boeing 737. 
This was not an encouraging sign about the 
place at which I was hoping to land a job.




I did not know 
what to expect. 
I knew that it 
was a “preppy” 
school, as my 
husband had 
put it when I had asked him about it, and 
when one of my research collaborators heard 
that I was showing interest in it, he said that 
it was an American Midwestern “gem”. At 
that time, I was a joint post-doc at Lawrence 
Berkeley Lab and Schlumberger-Doll Re-
search, working from my base in the Schlum-
berger research labs in Connecticut. 
The next day I spent the whole day with 
Art Western and his wife. At that time, Art 
was the Physics and Applied Optics depart-
ment head. We went to different parks and 
drove around many tree-lined boulevards. I 
was pretty impressed at how pretty the town 
was. (Later, I learned that Art had carefully 
charted his course of tour to only show me 
the ‘good’ parts of Terre Haute). That even-
ing the Western family welcomed me to their 
house, and I had a home-made supper with 
them. The warmth made me feel instantly at 
home.
The next day was my interview day. Art 
had warned me that it would be busy, and he 
was right on the dot.  From 7:30 a.m. till 8:30 
p.m. I talked to people, toured labs, gave a 
seminar, taught a class, and ate. There are 
a few things that stand out in my memory 
from this day. The people were genuinely 
nice, the weather was uncharacteristically 
warm (though Art said it was typical for 
Terre Haute for February), and the best part 
of it was that the overall experience was un-
believably enjoyable. I felt so good that later 
I called up my husband from my hotel room, 
and gloated about the fast-food restaurants 
that Terre Haute has. You see, our little 
town in Connecticut did not allow them, and 
somehow I had felt very deprived.  Terre 
Haute was full of them!  Then, after it was 
all over, it was back to the airport.   There, 
another disconcerting sign awaited me:  The 
pilot had to hand-crank the propeller to get 
it started on the little plane that took me 
to Chicago.   Clearly, air travel to and from 
Terre Haute was not a big business.
When time came, I accepted the offer, still 
with some trepidation. However, the col-









traordinarily nice to me, and extended their 
helping hands even when I did not ask. To 
this day, I am very grateful to all of my col-
leagues, and I believe that I am one lucky 
person to have ended up here. Art Western 
moved on from the chair’s position to the 
Dean’s position, and now he has retired from 
Rose-Hulman.  I feel his absence. I will al-
ways be indebted to him for his guidance 
that he offered me unconditionally through 
my formative years as a professor. He was 
a friend, an older brother, a mentor, and a 
confidant. When I think back to those early 
days, I believe that because of him egging me 
on, I felt energized to continue striving and 
to achieve as much as I could. 
All this made me realize that how small 
and insignificant a place is on the world map, 
or the quality of air travel in and out of it does 
not matter.  It is the people who make a 
place.  I am grateful to all of my colleagues, 
my students, and my friends who have made 
this place live up to the description of a “Mid-
western gem.”
All this made me realize...it is 
the people who make a place
Remember...this was a 
learning experience
”I only want to be someone they respect so I can effectively ridicule them
6 OpiniOns   issue 17
Fightin’ EnginEErs inch closEr to titlE
Julian Strickland joins 1,000-point club in seventh straight win
Kurtis Zimmerman 
news editor emeritus
The crowd was ecstatic as 
the Engineers’ five seniors 
took the court for Wednes-
day night’s matchup against 
Franklin College. Though 
the starting five was differ-
ent, the outcome was much 
the same for the Engineers, 
who extended their win 
streak to seven.
Rose-Hulman outscored 
the Grizzlies 72 - 63 to hit 
20 - 2 overall and 14 - 1 in 
conference play, maintain-
ing their two-game lead over 
rivals Transylvania Univer-
sity and Hanover College.
The Senior Night game 
honored fourth-year players 
Austin Weatherford, Nate 
Gissentanner, Jon Gerken, 
Brenton Balsbaugh, and Jor-
dan Nielson. The five have 
seen the program ramp back 
up to consecutive 20-win 
seasons, along with a con-
ference tournament cham-
pionship and subsequent 
NCAA Division III Tourna-
ment berth.
Wednesday night, Rose-
Hulman jumped out to a 13 
- 0 lead, holding the Griz-
zlies scoreless in 
the first seven min-
utes of play. At the 





point, pushed the 
Engineers out to a 
37 - 20 lead. Strick-
land became just 
the 29th member of 
Rose’s prestigious 
1,000-point club.
The second half 
featured 16 men 
taking the floor 
for the Engineers, 
including 11 in the 
scoring column, 
as Rose-Hulman held off 
Franklin to take the victory 
72 - 63.
Weatherford led all scor-
ers with 21 points, and 
Strickland added 17 off the 
bench. Gissentanner sank 
16 points, grabbed five re-
bounds, and dished out 
three assists in the effort.
Wednesday night’s win 
came off a series-splitting 
victory over rival Transyl-
vania University on the Pio-
neers’ home court Saturday 
afternoon. Rose sat one spot 
behind the Pioneers at No. 
23 last week before being 
pushed up four spots to No. 
19 after a 54 - 49 victory on 
the road.
Prior to the matchup, 
Rose-Hulman’s only confer-
ence loss came against the 
Pioneers at home less than 
a month earlier. After the 
Engineers jumped out to a 
quick 16-5 lead in the first 
seven minutes of play, the 
Pioneers fought back to knot 
up the score at 24 points at 
the half.
Coming out of the locker 
room, Rose scored seven 
straight uncontested points 
to take a 31 - 24 lead, and the 
Pioneers could only come 
within a point before strong 
free throw shooting sealed 
the deal for the Engineers.
Weatherford once again 
led all scorers with 21 points 
and eight rebounds, and 
Strickland added 14 points; 
Balsbaugh rounded out scor-
ers in double figures with 10 
points.
Another victory could 
clinch a first-round bye in 
the HCAC Tournament for 
the Engineers, and a pair of 
wins would bring the tour-
nament to Terre Haute for 
the first time in over a dec-
ade.
The Engineers will fin-
ish out their regular season 
schedule on the road, start-
ing with Defiance College 
this Saturday. Rose will trav-
el across the state to Earl-
ham College next Wednes-
day, before rounding out 
their schedule against Han-








basketball team ran their 
winning streak to five games 




neers 40 - 18, the Lady Engi-
neers kept their opponent’s 
possessions to a minimum 
in the 59 - 58 win on the 
road.
Freshman Addie John-
son led the Lady Engineers 
with 13 points and a pair of 
blocks, and freshman Car-
rie Morris added 11 points. 
A trio of three-pointers gave 
freshman Cassidy Cain nine 
points to add to her four as-
sists, and junior Kelsey Ploof 
neared a double-double with 
eight points and ten re-
bounds.
The Engineers shot 50 
percent from the field to 
edge out the Pioneers, who 
were held to just 36 percent 
shooting.
Following the road win, 
Rose continued on the road 
against Franklin College, 
who sits one game behind 
the Pioneers in confer-
ence play. The Engineers 
fell to the Grizzlies 39 - 56 
in their meeting in Hulbert 
Arena earlier in the month, 
and despite improved de-
fense, Rose could not out-
score Franklin as they fell 
32 - 45 in Wednesday night’s 
matchup on the road.
Johnson led the Lady Engi-
neers, coming off the bench 
with 14 points and seven re-
bounds. Junior Kelsey Ploof 
added 10 points and six re-
bounds, and junior Lauren 
Meadows added six points 
off the bench in her third 
game back from injury.
The Lady Engineers are 
currently tied with Manches-
ter University in fifth place 
at 7 - 8 in HCAC matchups. 
Bluffton and Anderson are 
close behind at 6 - 9 each as 
the four teams battle for the 
final two conference tourna-
ment berths. A pair of wins 
would clinch a spot in the 
tournament for the Engi-
neers, while any less would 
leave their fate up to the oth-
er three teams’ finishes.
Rose will alternate away 
and home games, starting 
with a game on the road this 
Saturday at Defiance. Re-
turning home next Wednes-
day, the Lady Engineers will 
look to sweep Earlham Col-
lege before heading back out 
on the road one week from 
Saturday to face a strong 
team at Hanover College.
The Fightin’ Engineers topped off the Senior Night celebration 
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Nationally ranked Engineers 
travel to DePauw
Matt Dierksmeier • sports editor
The Rose-Hulman men’s 
track and field team has 
reached No. 18 in the na-
tional dual meet rankings 
and are No. 2 in the Great 
Lakes Region. This rank-
ing comes after winning two 
events, earning two second 
place results, and having 
three third-place honorees 
at Ohio Northern University 
last Saturday. Senior Tyler 
Hannan topped all 400-me-
ter competitors with a time 
of 50.73 seconds. Top hon-
ors were also earned by the 
grouping of Hannan, senior 
Travis Stallings, junior Clay 
Becker, and junior Philip 
Koranteng in the 4-x-200 
meter relay.        For his ef-
forts, Hannan was named 
HCAC Men’s Track Athlete 
of the Week. 
Adding two wins each, 
seniors Creasy Clauser and 
Liz Evans led the women’s 
team to a fourth place finish 
at the event. Clauser finished 
first in both the 200-meter 
and 400-meter events, pro-
pelling her to a third HCAC 
Women’s Track Athlete of 
the Week award this year. 
Evans would finish first in 
the high jump with a leap 
of 5’ 8 3/4”. She also earned 
top honors in the long jump. 
The combination of Clauser, 
junior Erin Cox, freshman 
Nicole Bueltel, and senior 
Gloria Boxell rounded out 
the streak of wins with a vic-
tory in the 4-x-200 meter 
relay. 
Rose-Hulman will be in 
action once again this week-
end as they travel to DePauw 
University. This will be their 
last event before the HCAC 
Indoor Championships the 
following weekend. This 
year’s championship will be 
held at Defiance College in 
Ohio. 
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This is the Flipside disclaimer. Any unattributed content has been written by Daniel Benedict Maginot. The Flipside often uses pseudonyms for our added appeal with the ladies. This weeks writers are Man Daginot (Dan Maginot) and Maximus Decimus Willerscheidt  (Marcus Willerscheidt). These 
hunks can often be seen riding chariots through the quad with royal steeds.  If you’d like to help put content on this page we’d love to get your jokes, ideas, and satire, and put them up on the page with your very own smashing pseudonym! If you’re interested, email thorn-flipside@rose-hulman.edu
Top 10 Wacky prof
quotes
TIGER... GRASS... 
RUN! Humans are 
great pattern match-
ers, it’s probably why 
we’re still alive.
- Dr. Livesay
Just treat Maple as 
your trained monkey, 
a monkey that has 
been trained to do 
what you want.
-Dr. Finn
I think we would all 
rather have a trained 
monkey
You’re looking for 
the tightest hole
-Dr. Defoe
Of course you were 
talking about frag-
mentation and filling 
“holes” in memory of 
Operating Systems
I’ve never heard 
someone say, “This 
ODE is kicking my 
ass”
-Dr Isaia
You should stop by 
the percopo classroom 
sometime : )
Rose professors 
say crazy things. 
E-mail them to the 
Flipside at thorn-
f l i p s i d e @ r o s e -
hulman.edu for a 
chance to win a 25$ 
Visa gift card!
Top Ten “Top Ten” Top Ten
1. United States of America
2. ‘Murica
3. Earth.S.A.  
4. USA
5. Not Canada
6. Les Etats Unis
7. Los Estados Unidos
8. AMERICA!
9. The home of REAL Foot-
ball
10. WWI/WWII Champions
Countries in the World Tragedies now Funny
1. Oedipus
2. The Titanic
3. Pompei  
4. Atlantis
5. Romeo & Juliet
6. The Hindenburg




    
Man Daginot & Maximus Decimus Willerscheidt
Problems Fixed by Duct Tape
1. Complaining girlfriend
2. Worn Shoes
3. No wallet 
4. Noah’s Ark
5. The Siege of Troy
6. Iron Man’s Suit
7. Your Java Code
8. The Dreamliner
9. Paint ripped off wall in 
your room
10. The Jurassic Park 
Fence
Names of Rollercoasters (Good) Homework Assignments
1. Broke Neck Mountain
2. Tandem Brocycle
3. The Testosterone Volcano
4. Forever Falling
5. The Holster Rocket
6. Three hours of standing 2 min-
utes of terror
7. The Vomit Comet
8. The Devil’s Laundry Chute
9. The 90 Degree Rail
10. VertiGo 
1. Just read the headlines of the 
chapter
2. Describe the major and minor 
fluid losses when your urine hits the 
water of the toilet
3. Write a one word response to 
“War and Peace”
4. Reach level 8 in Block Dude
5. Find out the buoyancy of your 
textbook
6. Call your mother while playing 
Call of Duty and try not to swear.
7. Read the first sentence of “Tale of 
Two Cities”
8. Beat the Elite Four 
9. Put all of the equations for the fi-
nal exam on your calculator
10. Go play in the lawn with this tri-
pod.
Beginnings to (innapropriate) Comedy 
Lines
1. I’m sorry! Did my needle get 
the way of your...
2. This wedding is...!
3. How tall are you soldier!?
4. This one time at band 
camp...
5. Does he look like a...
6. You’re a peppy little...
7. The price is wrong...
8. Bruce, take a step back and 
literally...!
9. Paging Dr...
10. Littering and, littering and, 
littering and...
Best Movies with Nicholas 












Songs for a Romantic Evening
1. “Let’s get it on” Marvin Gaye
2. “Caress Me Down” Sublime
3. “Your body is a wonderland” John Mayer
4. “Never Gonna Give You Up” Rick Astley
5. “Not Fade Away” Buddy Holly
6. “Unchained Melody” Righteous Brothers
7. “Baby It’s Cold Outside” Margaret Whiting & 
Johnny Mercer
8. “Lay Lady Lay” Bob Dylan
9. “Come on, Get Higher” Matt Nathanson
10. “Bang a Gong (Get it On)” T-Rex
Nicknames for Historical Figures
1. Baberaham Lincoln
2. Brosef Stalin
3. Charlamegne “The Hammer”
4. Khal Brogo
5. rHitler
6. Bill “The Washington Monument” 
Clinton
7. Teddy “Westside” Roosevelt
8. Dazed and Confucius
9. No Sir Yasser Arafat
10. TrackBeard the Sprinter Pirate











Flipside The 8Th oF February in The year oF 2013Top TenTh page
